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NOVEMBER THOUGHTS
"In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields."
- Colonel John McRae, In Flanders Fields
November 11th - Veteran's Day in America, Armistice Day, 1918, Remembered
OCTOBER MEETING AT PRINCE MEMORIAL LIBRARY: Vice President Annemarie Dawson did a good job of chairing the October
meeting at the Library. Thomas Bennett, Library Director, presented a program that elicited audience participation, and a look
at Cumberland in the 70’s. Thanks to both for another interesting evening for all who attended.
NOVEMBER STUMPER: Where was Eliphalet Greely’s home located? (Answer at the end of the newsletter.)
NOVEMBER MEETING
Holly Hurd, Education Outreach Coordinator at the Osher Map Library, will speak about Moses Greenleaf, Maine’s first
mapmaker, Thursday, November 15th at 7:00 PM at the Historical Society schoolhouse, 4A Blanchard Road. The presentation
will describe Greenleaf’s contribution to settling the wilderness area in inland Maine, including his development of
transportation and industry, as well as his work as a surveyor and cartographer. He was a visionary whose life exemplifies
historical themes still relevant today such as the improvement of public education, expansion of the economy through
industrial growth, experimentation with sustainable land practices, and the development of a transportation network. The
program will highlight a number of Greenleaf’s early maps. Holly will also talk about the educational component of the map
library’s Greenleaf project, of interest to area teachers and students doing Maine Studies. The new Greenleaf Primer, a book for
school-age children, written by Holly and illustrated by her daughter Lena Champlin, will be available for sale as will posters of
Greenleaf’s map. Moses surveyed parts of the Maine wilderness and published his findings to help promote settlement in the
interior regions.
THIS FALL: The Cumberland Historical Society historic walks for the second grade classes started on October 5th. We took a
walk from Wilson School up to Greely, over to the Congregational Church Cemetery, then to the corner at Main and Tuttle, past
the Redmen’s Hall (now Sevee & Maher), and finally down to the Museum. The weather has set the walks back a little bit, so
there is still one to go as of the printing of this newsletter. Lots of questions to answer! Also presented a history of the
Cumberland Fair to Rebecca Gervais’ fifth grade class at North Yarmouth Memorial School. They are penpals with a class in the
Bronx, New York, and wanted to give them an idea of our local history and what a country fair in Maine is like, especially to
inner city New York students. Very opposite ends of spectrum!
th

We will be hosting the Boy Scouts and Webelos on Saturday, November 10 , as they put their rakes to work again to clean up
the leaves from our yard. Though the yard appears to be very small, when it comes to getting rid the leaves, it seems to
suddenly enlarge greatly! The boys and their leaders make it a day of community service, as they will also be collecting items for
the food pantry. Their enthusiasm and energy are unbounded. Hot cocoa, apple juice, pretzels, and donut holes will be
provided by the Historical Society in payment for their hard work. We very much appreciate it. Saves our older backs from
hitting the Tylenol.

ITEMS FOR SALE: Coverlets, Christmas cards, “An Ornament of Grace”, along with the 2013 calendar with beautiful pen & ink
sketches of various buildings, scenes and people from Cumberland in the past. These drawings are created by local artist, Tony
Lisa, and each picture has a one-line historical description. There are only 100 of these calendars printed and they are selling for
$10.00 each. Great Christmas gifts!
BUSINESS:
Teri Maloney-Kelly has volunteered to chair the table at the Holiday Craft Sale at Greely High School to sell some of our items
th
and also gather in some memberships. Maybe another one or two could help her out. That will be Saturday November 17 ,
from 9:00AM to 2:00PM.
Dues have been steadily coming in. This month’s newsletter will be the last reminder to keep your membership going. There
are some interesting things going on, so don’t miss out! Thanks to all who have paid up already.
CORRECTION:
The September newsletter, talking about Captain Joseph Blanchard, misnamed the current residents of the home. It is the
family of Dr. and Mrs. James Harper, not Dr. William Harper. William is their son. Right family, wrong name.
ACQUISITIONS:
Don Foster, the Maintenance Superintendent at MSAD #51, and his crew found some interesting items while they have been
upgrading the maintenance building, which many may remember as the annex building beside Greely Institute. When they
ripped off an interior wall at the northwest corner of the building, they discovered a one-hole privy, and a few items in another
wall. It was evidently the boys’ privy, because there was certain signed graffiti there that has since been painted over. The items
found there were an empty Necco wafers box (5 cents), an empty pack of cigarettes, and a small flat empty flask. Boys will
boys, even back in 1936.
At the table that was manned at Election Day at the Town Office, we not only made $684.00, which included 11 membership
renewals, but Bob Hale brought in a bunch of stuff from the estate of Eleanor Bearce, Greely Institute class of 1948, from her
family to donate to the CHS. It includes some scrapbook pages of Greely (sometimes spelled Greeley) basketball and baseball
games, pictures of 1947, 1948, and 1949 Greely seniors, some old Greely graduation programs, a 1950 yearbook, and the 1950
Greely senior composite picture. What a gift!
NEW MEMBERS:
Lynn Copp from Goose Pond Road. Welcome!
CONDOLENCES:
To Mary Ellen Crowell on the death in October of her husband, Bill. Both of them were long time members of the Cumberland
Historical Society until they moved to Portland. His art and harmonica will be missed.
To Rand Surgi, his wife Kathy, and his brother Alan (the sons of Betty Rand Surgi, secretary of Cumberland Historical Society for
many years) on the passing of their aunt, Jane, Betty’s sister.
PASSENGER TRAINS PASS THROUGH CUMBERLAND AGAIN
With the advent of the DownEaster train whizzing through Cumberland we offer this:
A history of trains in Cumberland with excerpts from “A Hand Hewn History of Maine” by Floyd Norton
“The first requirement of a civilization, as we know it, is a good system of transportation. Freight wagons had been built and
started on carrier routes even before the stage coaches appeared. They meagerly served a purpose. They were forerunners of

the railroads. The first steam railroad to operate in Maine was built in 1836, connecting Bangor with the village of Oldtown, 12
miles northward, with the ambitious name of Bangor & Pisquataquis Canal & Railroad Co. It was a pretty simple affair,
compared to later-day achievements. It used two stage coach bodies hitched in tandem to run along a wooden rail track with
only a thin strap of iron nailed along the tops of the wooden rails, hauled by a British engine of the Fulton type, which weighed
about 6 tons.
That Bangor to Oldtown venture was a beginning, if not an impressive one. By 1855 there were about a dozen hopeful railroads
that had sprouted in the state, and by 1870 about a dozen more, such as: The Penobscot & Kennebec, Somerset,
Androscoggin& Kennebec, Androscoggin Railroad, Portland & Kennebec, Knox & Lincoln, Portland & Ogdensburg, European &
North American, Dexter & Newport, Buckfield & Canton. In 1862, however, the Androscoggin & Kennebec and Penobscot &
Kennebec were consolidated under the name of Maine Central Railroad. From there the latter acquired, leased or absorbed all
of the others, and more, to become the biggest system in the state. The gauge of the tracks became standard, mostly, like
railroads in other states…… the 4ft. 8 ½ in….. because that was the distance between the wheels of an old Roman chariot. With
the development of the railroads, businesses were established and encouraged by a sort of mutual induction. The towns took
on new individualities according to their special resources. Bangor found new facilities for expanding its fish and lumber
businesses; Rockland, its lime; Auburn built shoe factories; Lewiston textile mills. South Paris, in the wood novelty field, turning
out spools and toothpicks by the millions; Bridgton turned to game boards and wooden toys,…… and, incidentally, built the first
automobile in Maine around 1900. The towns along the Kennebec put up great ice houses, cutting the thick ice on the river
during the dead of winters to ship out, packed in sawdust, to a hundred communities. That was before the day of the artificial
ice production, of course, and to the travelers in trains the signs in big lettering of THE AMERICA ICE CO. on the sides of the
storage barns became a very common sight. The great pulp and paper industries shipped their products to distant cities.
Coincidentally, Yarmouth was building ships in its Royal River estuary; it built more than 300 ocean going vessels before the mid
1800’s. Cumberland developed the greenhouse business with four principal establishments around the Center, two meat
packing plants, several thriving poultry houses, and a corn shop at the railroad Junction that packed and labeled with the name
of the Cumberland Packing Ass’n. thousands of wooden cases of vegetables each summer and fall. The railroads made business
hum. Around each railroad station a village clustered, even in the smaller towns. The Junctions were hives of activity. Any boy
could see that there was more “going on” around the railroad yards, freight house, and station than in any other part of town.
There was a tall water tank, out between the side tracks, that was pumped full when it had become half empty by a steam
pump just down over the bank not far from the eastern end of the long corn shop. The pump was housed in a special, small
building painted in the railroad colors. The switchman started the pump when the indicator high on the side of the tank showed
the latter to be only half full. When the tank level reached close to the top mark, a mechanical linkage device shut off the
pump. The water came from the small river that flowed down by the corn shop. It was delivered through stand-pipes to thirsty
locomotives that stopped by one or the other. The fireman would scramble over the tender, loaded with coal, to reach out and
turn the snout of the standpipe at a 90 degree angle from its resting position longitudinal to the track. When turned thus, the
water rushed down the buried pipe and out the snout to fill the water tank part of the tender. When the engine tank neared
full, the fireman swung the snout outwards again parallel to the track and the water was shut off. The engine now had water
enough to make steam to climb Walnut Hill Grade and continue to Lewiston, or clear to Waterville on the “Lower Road”. Even
the big, elevated water tank, its pumping station, the standpipes as well as the river and its railroad bridge with its U.S.
Geodetic Survey bronze plate inserted in the stonework giving the altitude above sea level….like every other railroad bridge in
the whole country….. was of interest. All were of interest; they spoke of life, and workmen, and the purposes to which they
worked. That Lower Road (to Brunswick) standpipe spout had a leak in it right at the outer neck. When the water had been
turned on by the position of the spout, the engine tender didn’t get what escaped through that ¼ inch hole. The fireman’s
mouth caught a lot of that as he stood on the coal bunker waiting for the engine tank to fill. A swell place to catch a drink on
the fly! Germs in the water,maybe? What would a 225 lb. fireman in coal smudged overalls care about a few germs in the tank
water? Or know about them? They hadn’t even been discovered then, anyway. Neither had pollution. Nobody ever heard
anybody suggest that the Big Brook was polluted. So firemen never seemed to get sick.”
From the 1921 Centennial History of Cumberland by Mrs. F. R. Sweetser
The Grand Trunk Railroad, first called The Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad, was the first to cross the town. The first twelve
miles, the most difficult and expensive of the whole route, were open from Portland to North Yarmouth in July, 1848, and in the
autumn to Mechanic Falls, a distance of 37 miles. The friends of the undertaking had the crowning satisfaction of seeing the

Atlantic Ocean and the St. Lawrence River united by iron bands over a space of 297 miles in 1853. The Kennebec and Portland
Railroad Company was chartered in 1836 and constructed its railroad from Augusta to Yarmouth. Afterwards it crossed the
town of Cumberland by a track constructed from Yarmouth to Portland in 1851. A branch line ran to Lewiston connecting the
main line at Cumberland Junction in 1870-1872. The route of this branch line was changed after forty years because of the
heavy grade through Cumberland and North Yarmouth and now leaves the main line at Royal Junction.”
From “Cumberland in Four Centuries by Phyllis Sweetser
“By 1848 the Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad opened from Portland to Yarmouth on the track later used by both the Grand
Trunk and the Canadian National. The Cumberland depot was built on the Portland side of Gray Street, as the lower end of
Tuttle Road was then called, and the post office was housed there. This station was later destroyed by fire and rebuilt. ………
During these years many passenger trains from each direction made daily stops at the station. The train to and from Montreal
went through every day. Freight traffic was considerable and required a siding and a spur track. Grain, flour, and other supplies
for the store on the corner were unloaded there….. The station was destroyed by fire and closed in 1923 when George
O’Connor was agent. For a time it was used as a way station.
(written by Charles Hazeltine) The freight house was the busy place in the Junction village, locally known as New Boston. The
way freight every week day brought assorted things consigned to Cumberland people; barrels of flour and sugar, a hogshead of
molasses for E. B. Osgood, who ran a butcher shop and a store up on SHE Street, so called from the Corner by the church over
the Greely Road; similar things for James L. Dunn who ran the general store 50 yards below the 4 corners, with all manner of
sundries and appliances, even to a piano or an organ now and then, kitchen ranges and bed springs, cream separators, gallon
cans of maple syrup and all sorts of spices, condiments and furnishings required to run the homes of the town. Not to mention
the stacks of tin lard pails and other containers embossed or labeled for F. R. Sweetser & Son, who ran a processing and packing
plant up on Blanchard Road, as well as other stacks of tin lard pails bearing the name of E. B. Osgood, , the other packer in
town. Some of the stacks of pails for these men would run 10 in length, with four or five stacks at a shipment. Following World
War II, the Maine Central Railroad, like many another steam rail line, made a valiant effort to stave off declining passenger
service by acquiring a dozen modern streamlined coaches, but gasoline rationing a thing of the past, the public once again were
to forsake the railroads in preference to their family cars, and passenger service went into a deep decline. On September 5,
1960, the final scheduled passenger train on the Maine Central Railroad left Vanceboro at 11:30 P.M., ending at Portland Union
Station at 6:30 A.M. the next morning. This was the last passenger train to run through the Town of Cumberland.”
Captain Ephraim Sturdivant, the man who named the town Cumberland and was its first treasurer, serving until 1832, in
conjunction with Judge Preble bought the right of way for the Grand Trunk Railroad.
About 1906 a corn shop, the second in town, was located on the SE side of the tracks near Cumberland Junction known as the
Cumberland Packing Association, with C.E. Merrill as manager. Other crops such as beans and tomatoes were also canned
there. Other industries near the Railroad Station were the warehouse, down the tracks toward Portland, of the Paris Flouring
Co., and during the 1920’s it was a grain, feed, and flour store run by Allan P. Corey. There was also the Farmers’ Union across
the tracks from the station run by Samuel Ross and from 1924-1955 run by Garsoe Brothers to sell grain, fertilizer and coal. At
the approximate of the corn shop a large grain storage plant was run by Humphrey’s Poultry Farms of Gray. “

ANSWER TO THE STUMPER: Greely Road, just about a quarter of a mile below Springbrook Farm, where Hillside Avenue meets
with Greely Road

Upcoming programs at Cumberland Historical Society:
Meetings start at 7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse at 4A Blanchard Road unless otherwise noted.
NOVEMBER 15, 2012
7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse on Blanchard Road
“Moses Greenleaf”
presented by Holly Hurd
NOVEMBER 15, 2012
7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse on Blanchard Road
“Moses Greenleaf”
presented by Holly Hurd
There will be no program in December.
JANUARY 17, 2013
7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse on Blanchard Road
“Ski ME”
presented by Scott Andrews
FEBRUARY 21, 2013
7:00 PM at the Skyline Farms, The Lane, North Yarmouth
“A tour and viewing of the carriages”
presented by Pam Ames
to come: The Malaga Island Project with Elaine Gallant, the history of the West Cumberland Methodist Church with Nancy Wilson Latham, the
story of the Mountfort Mill on Mill Road with Bob Humphreys, Open House on Memorial Day

THIS WILL BE THE LAST NOTICE FOR RENEWAL
Membership Application/Renewal
2012 -2013
CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O Box 82
Cumberland, ME 04021
Membership application:
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_________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:

_________________________________________________________________

TOWN or CITY:

_________________________________________________________________

ZIP CODE:

________________________________

TELEPHONE:

________________________________

EMAIL:

_________________________________________________________________

CELL: _____________________

Do you your newsletter sent by email __________ or by USPS ____________ ?
WINTER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
DATES THAT THE WINTER ADDRESS APPLIES:

______________________________________

IF YOUR BUSINESS IS INTERESTED IN BEING A CORPORATE SPONSOR, PLEASE INDICATE: _________
Membership dues are $10.00 per person _______________________ Corporate membership is $100.00. __________________

